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Third Base: the Hot Corner


Imagine playing a baseball game. Not just a baseball game, the college world series, and you are the third baseman. You are only ahead by one run and it is the bottom of the ninth. You need to keep the other team from scoring so they do not tie the game up or possibly win it. Your coach makes you play closer in, to cut off a possible bunt situation, and now you are only eighty-five feet from the hitter and you can practically feel him breathing on you. The pitcher gets the sign and starts his delivery; the hitter shows bunt! You sprint toward home as hard as you can to make sure the batter does not lay this bunt down and get away with it. You’re excited because you have never read a bunt so perfectly before in your career and you know you have the batter dead out. Wait. He pulls back and he’s ready to hit! You’re only sixty feet from the runner and there’s no time to retreat. All you can do is brace yourself by flexing your legs lower into the ground. You flex so low you look like a crab living under a stone. Out of all the places the batter could hit the ball, he smashes a line drive right at your face and you barely get your glove up to protect yourself. The ball deflects off your glove and bounces towards the opponent’s dug out. Once you check to see you have everything still attached to your body properly, you sprint to keep the ball from getting into their dugout. You slide on your knees and snatch the ball with your bare hand, looking to see if you still have a play at first, but there’s no play. The batter is too fast and now the other team has has the tying run at first base. Do you still think you have what it takes to play third base?

Third base can be one of the hardest positions to play in the infield. One can easily see how difficult it is to play if they compare the throwing distances between third base and any other position, and also compare the short distance a third baseman has between him and the batter. Although third base is for a player that lacks quickness to play up the middle, it requires great hands and great reaction speed to field bullets hit down third base line. Since a third baseman is only 90 feet away from home plate at most times, it is difficult to gain ground on balls hit to your left and right. A player at shortstop or second base is back 120 to130 feet away from home plate, and has much more time than third base to field balls to the left and right. The close distance a third baseman plays can wear anyone out really quick. If a third baseman is constantly being hit shots and he has been wearing a lot of them off the arms and chest, he will get frustrated and irritated. One might start to doubt their talent and one starts to doubt whether they should be playing so close or not. One of the major reasons the ball is on a third baseman much quicker is because the majority of hitters are right handed. The right handed hitter hits the ball his hardest when he opens up his hips and gets his bat head through the hitting zone and meets the baseball out in front of his body. Consequently, then for a right handed batter that ball is going to travel its hardest and farthest any where from centerfield to the left field line. Right handed hitters can not stay inside the ball like they wish they can all the time so sometimes they will pull the ball in the left field area. For the third baseman this means that when right handed batters get into a strong power position when they are hitting the ball, the ball is most likely going to be hit at third the hardest that the batter can hit the ball. Third base must be conscious and always ready for a ball to be creamed 
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at them and they have to make a play on the ball. That is what is expected of a player at third, and it is usually easier said than done playing at such close distances.

One other aspect that the third baseman constantly has to be conscious of is a bunt. A third baseman always has to be ready for a batter to lay down a bunt down the line. This also requires great hand and reaction time. Once a third baseman sees the hitter squaring around to bunt, he must gain as much ground as possible on the ball in order to make a play where nine times out of ten he will be throwing it on the run. A shortstop and second baseman do not have to worry about fielding bunts because bunts rarely travel that far. The only other infielder that worries about bunts besides third is the first baseman, but when he fields a bunt, he has a nice short throw to first, or he can even tag the runner out.  Throwing on the run from a third base angle requires skill and practice. At the angle third base is playing, they practically have to throw across their body and occasionally leave their feet to make such a difficult throw. If third base cannot make this play the coaches for the other team will keep bunting towards third because they are the weak link in the field. It is almost like a free base to bunt to a third baseman that can’t make the play. If one is to survive at third you must be able to both recover a bunt and field the hard hit balls that right handed batters crush at them.

The final reason that third base is one of the toughest positions in the infield is because of the throwing distance. At third base one is throwing across the diamond, but at shortstop and second base they have much shorter throws. The only throw that can be longer than a third base throw is a shortstop’s throw when he is in the 5-6 hole. Even when a third baseman is turning a double play-if they are lucky enough to not get a rocket 
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hit of their chest-they still have to field it cleanly and throw it over 80 feet to second base. The shortstop and second baseman rarely have to throw the ball to each other for the double play; they usually flip the ball to each other because they are at such close distance. The double play balls take tremendous quickness and accuracy if one wants to get both runners out at second and first. One mistake on the double play can send the ball sailing into the outfield and everyone advances another base.  If someone wants to play third base they will need a strong arm to get the ball across the diamond in a short amount of time.

If you have ever played third base, you understand the difficulty that comes with the territory. Allen Balmer, the third baseman for the Lewis-Clark State Warriors, says, “Playing third base has its days that wear on you and make you doubt your skills, but you can also be a hero out there.” (2005). Getting comfortable with the position is not an easy task. A third baseman must play the right angles in order to get to balls to the left and right, they need to have great hands to react to hard hit balls, and they need  a strong arm to make the long throws across the infield. It’s never easy to play third but once one gets comfortable they have a chance to make some of the most difficult plays on the field. Yes shortstop, second base, and even first base have some harder plays and situations than third base, but when it comes to the aspects that I have discussed in this paper there is no position more difficult than third. If you are at a baseball game, watch the third base position and pay attention how close he gets to the batter. Even during a pre-game you can see that third baseman’s may struggle at even the most routine plays. If you have never played third base, hopefully I have given you enough information on the position to 
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help you understand the difficulty of the position. In writing this paper I hope to clear these infamous rumors that third base is a low-skill position and is easier than shortstop and second base. If you think this is true, I have one task for you and if you think it easy then you will prove me wrong. Play third base and get on the infield fringe against any right handed professional baseball player. See if the balls they hit to you are easy and low-skilled. 
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